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Film in Scotland
Scotland has unique, jaw-dropping rural and urban
locations, an internationally-renowned crew and talent base,
infrastructure capable of facilitating the largest productions,
and generous tax incentives for film and high-end television.
With a free, national and fully-confidential locations service,
a network of regional partners to provide on-the-ground
support during pre-production and principal photography,
a strong and growing facilities base, and partners in
Government fully-committed to improving Scotland’s
offering, we’re a nation open for business.
As the lead body for screen industries in Scotland, Creative Scotland
supports the production of high quality work from our home-grown
talent as well as international productions promoting Scotland and all
it has to offer.
We’re here to ensure the industry thrives and continues to achieve its full
potential. We work in partnership with national and international agencies
as a funder, advocate, influencer and development agency.
For more information visit www.creativescotland.com

Stacks of Duncansby, Caithness

In this guide we provide you with information and links to the
network of organisations that will help you Film in Scotland.
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Screen Commission
Creative Scotland provides a national, fast, free and
confidential Locations Service to help facilitate your project.
The Screen Commission works with a network of Regional Film Offices
across Scotland, as well as other major landowners and infrastructure
organisations, in order to ensure a trouble-free shooting environment.
We have Scotland captured in every light and from all angles, with
a digital library of 180,000 images covering the entire country.
We can help with script breakdowns, advice and research, as well as
sourcing experienced location managers and scouts.
Additionally, we can provide you with an up-to-date list of available
production spaces, from offices to build spaces.
We also have a recce fund to provide support for productions looking
to film in Scotland.
To find out more, contact:
T +44 (0)141 302 1724
E locations@creativescotland.com
For more information on all of the above services,
visit www.creativescotlandlocations.com
Ewan McGregor and Ewen Bremner in T2 Trainspotting
Photo: © Tristar Productions

4

5

Studios and Build Space
Scotland has a range of studio, build space and conversion opportunities
to facilitate the largest film and high-end television productions.
Outlander is currently based in Wardpark Studios, a converted electronics
factory in Cumbernauld, 12 miles from Glasgow. Wardpark Studios have
begun groundwork on their long awaited expansion to provide two
purpose built stages of 15,000 sq ft, each with supporting workshop and
office space.
The following pages illustrate just some of the unique spaces currently
available for use.
For more information on these spaces visit
www.creativescotlandlocations.com or contact us:
T +44 (0)141 302 1724
E locations@creativescotland.com

Sam Heughan and Caitriona Balfe in Outlander
Supported by Creative Scotland
Photo: © Sony Pictures Television
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Complete with 1 MW powerlock,
air handling and rig.
Full range of workshops
comprising
• Paint workshop (natural light)
11,500 sq ft
• Prop area, 11,500 sq ft
• Make up/costume/dye/laundry
22,000 sq ft
• Construction/other 69,000 sq ft

Contact
Terry Thomson, Chief Executive
terry.thomson@thomsonpettie.com
info@scottishfilmstudios.com
+44 (0) 777 470 3735
www.scottishfilmstudios.com

Flexible production, art and other
office space totalling 37,000 sq ft
Six purpose built cutting rooms,
5,000 sq ft. Complete with air
conditioning and 100MB dedicated
fibre broadband.

Wardpark Studios
Cumbernauld
Glasgow Airport – 30 minutes
Edinburgh Airport – 35 minutes
Cumbernauld Airport – 1 mile
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Fully integrated studio
• 1 x sound proofed stage,
40 ft high, 13,000 sq ft
• 1 x sound proofed stage,
21 ft high, 12,000 sq ft
• 2 x sound proofed stages,
each 26 ft high 11,500 sq ft

Large back-lot for unit parking,
plus additional car parking for
180 cars.
Perfectly located for all major
Scottish cities and stunning
Highland locations.
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The Pelamis Building
Leith
Edinburgh
• A large industrial building
constructed in 3 bays
• 160,000 sq ft, the height of which
varies from 15m to 30m
• Boasts a significant power supply,
independent substation and tank
in the floor of Bay 1
10

• Well serviced by vehicle access
doors
• Situated in a private, gated
8.6 acre site
Contact
Brodie Pringle
brodie.pringle@creativescotland.com
+44 (0) 131 523 0004

Pyramids Business Park
Easter Inch
Bathgate
West Lothian
• 108m x 55m. 8.3m height to
eaves. 9m to roof
• Ample parking
• Office space, crèche, 450 seat
restaurant, gymnasium, common
areas, boardroom, lifts woodland
path, private road, field

• 24 hour on site security
Contact
Martin Edgar
martin@edgarproperty.co.uk
+44 (0) 141 223 9620
+44 (0) 782 556 6940
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BBC Scotland Dumbarton Studios
Gooseholm Rd, Dumbarton
• 7,000 sq ft of studio/build space
• 3 studios: 2x 18,000 ft
1x 31,000 ft
• A full size back lot
• Acoustically treated to reduce
noise pollution
• 3-phase power supply
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Contact
neil.mac@bbc.co.uk
+44 (0) 1389 736 511

West Coast Studios
Drybridge Road
Dundonald
• 60,000 sq ft of flexible shooting
space including construction,
props and costume areas
• 7,000 sq ft of fully equipped
open plan offices with wifi,
telephone and Ethernet
• Private and utilities parking for
large units

• 3-phase power
• Truck access to shooting spaces
Contact
Graeme Gordon
gg@westcoaststudios.co.uk
+44 (0) 777 892 6987
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Film Services Ltd
Muir Road, Livingston
• 3 acoustically treated sound
stages, 12,000, 8,000 and 3,500
sq ft
• All stages fully blacked with
secondary sound doors
• 60 x 24 foot green Cyc wall fully
pre lit with two overhead lighting
trusses and 4 metre pantographs

• Onsite post facilities with edit
suites, colour grading, audio
dubbing, mixing and a cinema
room with DCP playback and
seating for 32
• Secured 50,000 sq ft back lot with
additional parking for 50 cars.
Contact
info@filmservicesltd.com
+44 (0) 1506 491605
Brian Cox and Jonathan Teplitzky, Churchill
Photo: courtesy of Lionsgate
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Funding
Creative Scotland Screen Funding provides support to emerging and
established Scottish-based film and television talent, with a view to
making distinctive and engaging work that promotes Scotland’s creativity.
We also support high-calibre international film and television projects
that promote Scotland, Scottish talent, crews, locations and tourism,
and also benefit the Scottish economy.
The programme has an allocation of £5 million for the year 2017/18 for:
• Film Funding
• The Production Growth Fund
For more information, visit www.creativescotland.com/screenfunding

Martin Compston and Douglas Henshall, In Plain Sight
Photo: courtesy of ITV

16

17

UK Tax Incentives

UK High-end TV Tax Relief
Value of UK TV Tax Relief

UK Film Tax Relief
Value of UK Film Tax Relief
• For all British qualifying films of any budget level, the film production
company can now claim a payable cash rebate of up to 25% of UK
qualifying expenditure
• The Tax Relief is capped at 80% of core expenditure i.e. even if you spend
100% qualifying expenditure in the UK, tax relief is payable on up to 80%
• There is no budget limit
Accessing UK Film Tax Relief
• Tax relief is available for British qualifying films. Films must either pass
the Cultural Test or qualify as an official co-production
• Films must be intended for theatrical release
• Films, including those made under official co-production treaties, must
reach a minimum UK spend requirement of 10%
• Tax relief is available on qualifying UK production expenditure on the
lower of either 80% of total core expenditure or the actual UK core
expenditure incurred
• There is no cap on the amount which can be claimed
• The FPC responsible for the film needs to be within the UK corporation
tax net
See more at: www.britishfilmcommission.org.uk/film-production/ukfilm-tax-relief
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For scripted television projects with a minimum core expenditure of
£1 million per broadcast hour, the TV Production Company (TPC) can
claim a rebate of up to 25% of qualifying UK expenditure.
Accessing UK TV Tax Relief
• TV Tax Relief is available for British qualifying scripted television.
TV projects must either pass the Cultural Test or qualify as an official
co-production
• TV projects must be intended for broadcast (including internet)
• TV projects, including those made under official co-production treaties,
must reach a minimum UK spend requirement of 10%
• Tax Relief is available on qualifying UK production expenditure on the
lower of either 80% of total core expenditure or the actual UK core
expenditure incurred
• There is no cap on the amount which can be claimed
• The TPC responsible for the project needs to be within the UK
corporation tax net
See more at: www.britishfilmcommission.org.uk/hetvtaxrelief
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Crew, Talent and Facilities
Scotland has a talented, dedicated community of skilled professionals
who are passionate about film and TV production. Their reputation for
going the extra mile is well known:
“We love working in Scotland and we had the most amazing experience.
The first film (Trainspotting) was made in Glasgow principally, and this
one (T2 Trainspotting) was made principally in Edinburgh. It’s amazing
to have been a guest in two of the world’s greatest cities.”
Danny Boyle, Director – T2 Trainspotting
“I’m delighted to be making this truly international film here in Scotland
thanks to the incredible support of Creative Scotland and Scottish
Government. Funding from the Production Growth Fund has allowed
us to retain the entire shoot in Scotland, removing the need to go
elsewhere to access funding and that means that more money goes
where it should, on the screen. Glasgow is one of the easiest cities in
the world to work in; its 19th century architecture and parks are a visual
treat and its crews are world class.”
Brian Coffey, Producer – Hush

Ewan McGregor and Danny Boyle on set, T2 Trainspotting

“The crew base in Scotland is excellent and as everything is relatively
close and traffic is far less of a problem than in the south, unit moves are
quicker and you can significantly enhance production value, particularly
with the scale and diversity of locations.”
Piers Tempest, Producer – Churchill

Photo: © Tristar Productions
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Film Bang
Film Bang is the essential guide for film and TV production in Scotland.
From its inception 41 years ago, Film Bang has developed into the
definitive source of information, listing production companies, facilities
and technicians.
For a copy, please contact:
Marianne Mellin
Film Bang
30 Leicester Avenue, Glasgow G12 0LU
T +44 (0) 141 334 2456
E info@filmbang.com
www.filmbang.com

Screen Facilities Scotland
Screen Facilities Scotland (SFS) is a trade body affiliated to UK Screen
which represents individual companies working in facilities and services
in Scotland. The group has been set up to promote the range, experience
and value of the facilities offered by companies already established in
Scotland, and to encourage the relevant skills and training required for
the workforce of the future.
Contact:
T +44 (0) 141 427 5775
E info@screenfacilitiescotland.com
www.screenfacilitiesscotland.com
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Jack Lowden and Martin McCann in Calibre
Photo: courtesy of Wellington Films
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National Partners
National Trust for Scotland
The National Trust for Scotland (NTS) is the country’s leading
conservation charity. Its properties range from wild natural landscapes to
stately homes and historic castles, and have been featured in many films,
television programmes and photo shoots.
NTS’s dedicated Filming Manager is committed to helping you find
the perfect location, and is your personal contact from initial enquiry
to shoot. If you need more background information for your story, the
Filming Manager can also offer you time with NTS’s many well-respected
experts specialising in Scotland’s varied and rich built, cultural and
natural heritage.
Contact
Anna Rathband
Filming Manager
arathband@nts.org.uk
+44 (0) 131 458 0447
+44 (0) 7848 448 716
www.nts.org.uk/filming

The Butt Of Lewis Lighthouse, Lewis, Outer Hebrides
Photo: P. Tomkins/VisitScotland/Scottish Viewpoint
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Historic Environment Scotland
Historic Environment Scotland has a wide portfolio of evocative ancient
monuments and historic buildings in its care, with over 300 sites across
Scotland.
For large scale filming, please contact the Historic Environment Scotland
Events and Filming Team:
events@hes.scot
+44 (0) 131 668 8830
For further information on their properties, visit
www.historicenvironment.scot

Transport Scotland
Through the development of projects and policies, Transport Scotland
supports businesses, communities and services, connecting people across
Scotland and beyond. If you wish to film on the trunk road network in
Scotland, please contact Transport Scotland for permission.
More information can be found at www.transportscotland.gov.uk
For links to all our other partners please go to
www.creativescotlandlocations.com/links

Ruby Stokes and Ben Mendelsohn in Una
Photo: courtesy of Jean Doumanian Productions
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Loch Trool, Galloway Forest Park, Dumfries & Galloway
Photo: P. Tomkins/VisitScotland/Scottish Viewpoint
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Waverley Gate
2-4 Waterloo Place
Edinburgh EH1 3EG
Scotland UK
The Lighthouse
Mitchell Lane 
Glasgow G1 3NU 
Scotland UK
www.creativescotlandlocations.com
E locations@creativescotland.com
T +44 (0) 141 302 1724
Loch Ard, The Trossachs
Photo: Richard Burdon/Scottish Viewpoint
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