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Overview of the Youth Arts Fund 

Since August 2020 the culture and heritage sectors in Scotland have 
benefitted from a £59 million funding package with a further £25 
million announced in 2021, to protect jobs and help the industry 
weather the effects of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

As part of this announcement, £4.25m was allocated specifically 
to support youth arts during the pandemic, and ensure creative 
opportunities for children and young people continue to exist across 
Scotland despite COVID-19.

Youth Arts Fund: Bursary Programme 

The Youth Arts Fund: Bursary Programme is a new £300k fund 
(including £50k specifically to support music bursaries as part 
of the 20th anniversary of the Youth Music Initiative) to provide 
opportunities for arts and creative organisations to support early-
career artists and creative practitioners aged 18-24 in the arts, screen 
and creative industries. Organisations can apply for funding to offer 
bursaries to these artists, to help them develop and produce work. 

Purpose of the fund

The purpose of the Youth Arts Fund: Bursary Programme is to 
provide funding to organisations to host up to 5 bursaries for early-
career artists and creative practitioners aged between 18 and 24, 
who have a lack of accessible support to develop their creative 
careers, to create new or develop existing work.

The host organisations will support the artists and creative 
practitioners to build contacts, create and present ambitious work, 
build experience, identify ongoing opportunities and plan for next 
steps beyond the bursary. 

In developing this fund, we’ve looked at some of the learning from 
previous youth employment initiatives that Creative Scotland has 
delivered, as well as the wider impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
young people’s lives. We’ve produced a supporting document that brings 
together some of this learning and shares some of what we have heard 
from young people about the challenges they face and the support they 
would like as they take the next steps in their careers. You can download 
this supporting document from the Creative Scotland website.

https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/youth-arts-fund
https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/targeted-funding/youth-music-initiative
http://www.creativescotland.com/youthartsbursaries
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What is the overall budget for the fund?

The overall budget for this fund is at least £300k. £50k of this will be 
used to support music bursaries.

What will the fund support?

The fund will support between 10 and 25 arts/creative organisations 
based in Scotland:

• With a grant of between £5,000 and £30,000 

• To host up to 5 bursaries lasting up to 12 months

• To support the artists and creative practitioners they host in the 
development and sharing/presentation of work and their next steps 
beyond the project

• To reflect on and diversify their own programmes

• To learn from working with young early-career artists and creative 
practitioners

The selected host organisations will be expected to run an open call 
for artists and creative practitioners between December 2021 and 
February 2022. These should be for individuals who:

• Are aged between 18 and 24 (or, aged over 24 if they are disabled 
and/or care experienced)

• Are based in Scotland

• Are working in art forms and practices which could include but not 
limited to: multi-art form, craft, creative learning, dance, design 
(including fashion and architecture), literature, music, theatre, 
visual arts, traditional arts, Gaelic language and culture, Scots, film, 
digital (including computer games design), socially or community 
engaged practice.
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What will the fund support? (continued)

Organisations should consider:

• how those with one or more protected characteristics will be 
supported to apply. This includes young artists and creative 
practitioners who are: from low socio-economic backgrounds; 
disabled people; care experienced; black and ethnic minority; young 
parents; LGBTQI+ as well as young people who live in a rural location. 

• how those not in Further or Higher education and who might face 
other potential barriers to a career in the arts, screen, or creative 
industries will be supported to apply. 

Fund Priorities

We will prioritise applications from organisations that can 
demonstrate that they will:

• Support early-career artists and creative practitioners aged between 
18 and 24 who face barriers in accessing opportunities, are under-
represented in the arts and creative workforce, or who do not see 
themselves as reflected within it

As well as assessing the projects against the set criteria we will aim to 
support a range of projects across art forms and creative industries and 
to achieve a geographical spread of host organisations across Scotland. 
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What are we looking for in a host 
organisation?

When your application is assessed, it will be considered against the 
criteria below. 

The strength of:

• Your interest in hosting youth arts bursaries and how well they align 
with your organisation’s vision and planning 

• Your plans to address barriers to the opportunity and reach a 
diverse range of young early-career artists and creative practitioners 

• Your proposed application and selection process for the artists, 
including how you will support a diverse range of applicants to apply 

• Your approach to ensuring an appropriate duty of care to the artists 
and creative practitioners as well as any participants 

• Your plans to support artists and creative practitioners, for example 
with mentoring, training, to create contacts and plan for beyond the 
end of the project 

• Your plans to support artists to develop and present/share their work 

• Your plans for your organisations learning and development within 
the project

• Your skills, capacity and approach to managing and delivering the 
project (including financial management)

• Your consideration of risks and how to manage them

• The suitability of the budget and timeline (including ensuring that 
the artists and creative practitioners receive appropriate fees in line 
with industry rates)

Who can apply?

The fund is open to organisations based in Scotland whose work 
involves the arts, screen and creative industries. This can include 
Creative Scotland Regularly Funded Organisations as well as third 
sector organisations who can demonstrate their capacity to deliver 
a supported bursary programme for early-career artists and creative 
practitioners aged between 18 and 24.
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Who cannot apply?

The following list is not definitive and if you are not sure about your 
eligibility please contact our Enquiries Service. 

•  Individuals and sole traders - this call is for host organisations. 
Individual early-career artists and creative practitioners will be able 
to apply for the bursaries when the hosts are selected and open 
their calls between December 2021 - Feb 2022. 

•  Applicant organisations based outside Scotland.

•  Organisations not involved in the arts, screen and creative industries

•  Organisations in administration, receivership, and liquidation

Risk Management 

Your project should comply with all current UK and Scottish 
Government guidance on COVID-19. A more detailed risk assessment 
should be undertaken before project activity begins. In the risk section 
of the application, you can share a summary of the key risks and how 
you will mitigate them in the following areas.

- Health and Safety risks. This might include risks such as child 
protection, safeguarding (face to face and online) and enhanced 
COVID-19 hygiene measures

- Participant risks. This might include risks such as artists/creative 
practitioners not being reached, artist/practitioner drop out, 
barriers to participation not being fully addressed, COVID-19 social 
distancing and tracking procedures impacting on audiences

- Project delivery risks. This might include risks such as outcomes of 
the projects not being met, loss or reduction of funding, changes 
in staff, financial management, governance and challenges with 
partnerships
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How much can I apply for?

Organisations can apply for between £5k and £30k in total. This can 
cover:

• Between 1 and 5 bursaries for early-career artists and creative 
practitoners

• Each bursary can be between £2k and £10k 

In addition to the bursary costs, Creative Scotland funding can also 
support other costs you detail in the budget section of your application. 
You can use a maximum of 20% of your Creative Scotland grant for the 
following 4 budget areas. Additional expenditure on these areas should 
be made up through partnership funding or in-kind contributions:

• Marketing/audience development – for example the costs of 
reaching artists / creative practitioners and audiences/ people who 
take part in the project

• Overheads and management – such as the cost of running an office 
or venue and staff time required to run and manage the project 

• Equipment and consumables – can include reasonable equipment 
and resources which specifically support artists you are hosting and 
their work

• Monitoring and evaluation – such as paying a freelance evaluator or 
the cost of running reflective sessions

Creative Scotland funding can also cover the following costs:

• Artistic/creative – include bursaries payable to the artists / creative 
practitioners you aim to host as well as other artistic costs relating to 
the production and presentation of the work. In the details section you 
must include an outline of your bursaries and detail all artists fee levels

• Professional development – should include costs such as 
mentoring, training, networking and reflection sessions 
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How much can I apply for? (continued)

• Access costs – costs relating to ensuring the activity is open to as 
wide a range of people as possible. Childcare costs may be included, 
where applicants are unlikely to be able to undertake the planned 
activity without this support. Please note that childcare costs are 
classed as a taxable benefit, so whilst Creative Scotland will reimburse 
these costs, you will be responsible for reporting this to HMRC. If 
someone working on the proposed activity is a primary caregiver 
additional care costs may also be included where they are unlikely to 
be able to undertake the planned activities without this support. 

• Contingency – it is good practice to have a contingency which is 
normally 5% of the overall project budget 

Creative Scotland is committed, through any activities we support, to 
ensure that artists and creative practitioners are paid appropriately for 
their time and effort. We therefore expect applications to reference 
relevant industry standards on rates of remuneration – such as those 
outlined by the Musicians Union, the Scottish Artists Union, EQUITY, 
BECTU, Scottish Society of Playwrights or the Writers Guild. We’ve 
produced some guidance on rates of pay which is available on the 
Creative Scotland website. We would also expect organisations to 
work with the artists and creative practitioners to support them to 
budget appropriately in relation to the proposed work which should 
include an appropriate fee.

https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/targeted-funding/youth-music-initiative
https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/targeted-funding/youth-music-initiative


9 | YOUTH ARTS FUND: BURSARY PROGRAMME - GUIDANCE FOR HOST ORGANISATIONS

What the fund cannot be used for:

The following list is not definitive. If you have any queries about 
what the fund can support, please contact our Enquiries Service.

• Activities which have already happened – or are scheduled to begin 
before we reach a decision on your application.

• Funding for tuition fees, or projects which are part of an accredited 
course or core curriculum activity.

• General arts or creative activities in schools which are already part 
of the school curriculum. 

• Ongoing organisational running costs that are beyond the scope of 
this project delivery.

• Activity that you have already received funding for (from Open 
Fund or any other Creative Scotland or Screen Scotland funding 
programme). 

Decision making process

This fund is a competitive process. Your application will be assessed 
by an officer at Creative Scotland or externally contracted assessor 
and overall decisions will be made by a panel, which will include 
Creative Scotland staff and National Youth Arts Advisory Group 
(NYAAG) representatives.
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Timeline:

Guidance published and online 
application portal opens

13 July 2021

Deadline for applications 12 noon, 27 August 2021

Decision making panel w/c 11 October 2021

Funding decisions 
communicated to applicants

w/c 18 October 2021

Hosts to oversee open-
call recruitment of artists/
practitioners

Between Decemebr 2021  
and February 2022

Artistic/creative work, R&D 
production and presentation

Between March 2022  
and February 2023

Reporting to Creative Scotland March 2023

These dates are correct at time of launch. If for any reasons these 
dates change, we will inform all applicants by email.
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Making an application

Creative Scotland is committed to offering clear and accessible 
application processes and programmes that are open to everyone. 

Alternative Formats:

On request this information is available in alternative formats including 
translations. 

Do you need additional support in making 
your application? 

We offer access support to disabled applicants, tailored to individual 
requests. Support includes Sign Language Interpreters for meetings 
and scribing support for dyslexic applicants. Officers can offer advice 
to new applicants and support them to make an application. 

The Equalities Team can offer additional one-to-one support to 
applicants with access requirements. Please note we will accept 
applications and supporting materials which are written in English, 
Gaelic or Scots. 

General and Technical Enquiries: 

If you have any general enquiries about the application process, 
Guidance or Application Form, including any technical enquiries about 
our online application process, please contact our Enquiries Service. 
You can do this by email, through our website or social media. 

Email: enquiries@creativescotland.com 

Web: Fill out a form on our website 

Twitter: Send us a tweet @creativescots 

If you are a D/deaf BSL user, you can access our services with  
the Contact Scotland-BSL programme. Go to:  
www.contactscotland-bsl.org/deaf-bsl-users for more information.

mailto:enquiries@creativescotland.com
https://www.creativescotland.com/contact-us
http://contactscotland-bsl.org/deaf-bsl-users/
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How to apply

• At 2pm on 13 July 2021, the online application form will open for 
submissions.

• You will need to register or log in to apply. 

• If already registered, log in to the Creative Scotland online 
application portal at https://my.creativescotland.com

• If not already registered with us, do so at  
https://my.creativescotland.com/signup 

• Once logged in you should select the Youth Arts Bursaries 
application form. Click on ‘Apply now’ to begin your application. 
Complete the form as instructed. 

• To help you prepare you can preview or download a list of the 
application questions using the ‘review form’ button.

• You can save your application and return to it at any time before the 
deadline of 12 noon, 27 August 2021.

• Submit the completed form before the deadline. Once submitted 
it will not be possible to amend the application so ensure you 
thoroughly review and check before submission.

• Upon receipt, we will send you a confirmation message with a 
reference number.

Additional supporting materials

In addition to your application form, you must provide the following 
essential supporting materials: 

• Your constitutional documents confirming how you are set up as an 
organisation

• A copy of your Equal Opportunities Policy and, if you have one, your 
Equalities Action Plan

• A copy of relevant safeguarding policies. For guidance on child 
protection please visit the Creating Safety page of the Creative 
Scotland website 

The following are optional:

• Letters or emails of support from any partners outlining their 
involvement in the project

• Evidence of any guaranteed cash funding

https://my.creativescotland.com/login?returnUrl=%2F
https://my.creativescotland.com/signup 
https://www.creativescotland.com/resources/professional-resources/guidance-and-toolkits/creating-safety
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Subsidy Control

Subsidy Control involves public money being used to provide financial 
assistance (subsidies) to organisations. The UK left the EU on 31 
December 2020 and, as a public body, Creative Scotland must now 
comply with the UK Government’s Summary Guide to Awarding 
Subsidies from 1 January 2021 and supporting technical information. 

Current Scottish Government guidance in relation to these rules is 
that the principles of EU State Aid regulation that were in place prior 
to 31 December 2020 still apply. Based on this guidance the grants 
awarded are considered to be the equivalent of those made under the 
051/20 Temporary Framework for State Aid for COVID-19 responses 
noting that the EU scheme has been extended to 31 December 2021 
with revised limits. If you have any concerns that you may breach this 
guidance please contact the Scottish Government State Aid Team. 
Creative Scotland will not respond to any queries on this matter.

Data Protection

Creative Scotland (CS) requires some personal information about you 
/ your organisation to consider your application for funding. Without 
this information CS will be unable to process your application. 

If you would like to see a breakdown of the personal information CS 
requires, why it is required, what CS does with that information and 
how long CS keeps it, please refer to CS’s Privacy Notice available 
online www.creativescotland.com/privacy-policy 

CS may share your personal information with third parties to comply 
with the law and / or for the legitimate interests of CS and / or the 
third parties concerned. 

Where the personal information you have provided to CS belongs to 
other individual(s), please refer to CS’s Privacy Notice. Please ensure 
you share this Privacy Statement and CS’s Privacy Notice with the 
respective individual(s). 

You have some rights in relation to the personal information that CS 
holds about you under data protection law. Information on how to 
exercise these rights is contained in CS’s Privacy Notice or you can 
contact CS’s Data Protection Officer. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/complying-with-the-uks-international-obligations-on-subsidy-control-guidance-for-public-authorities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/complying-with-the-uks-international-obligations-on-subsidy-control-guidance-for-public-authorities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esf-action-notes-2014-to-2020-programme/05120-temporary-easement-to-state-aid-de-minimis-level
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_261
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_261
https://www.gov.scot/publications/state-aid-guidance/pages/contacts/
https://www.creativescotland.com/privacy-policy
mailto: dataprotection@creativescotland.com
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Data Protection (continued)

If you have any concerns with how CS has processed your personal 
information, you should contact CS’s Data Protection Officer in the 
first instance, as CS would welcome the opportunity to work with you 
to resolve any complaint. If you are still dissatisfied, you can submit a 
complaint to the Information Commissioners Office.

Making a complaint

As an organisation, we will always listen to and respond to any concerns 
that you may have. If you would like to make a complaint about either 
the service you have received from Creative Scotland or the way we 
have handled your application, we have a process that you can use. 

Please note that Creative Scotland does not have an appeals process 
and for this reason, we are unable to accept complaints that relate 
solely to the decision we have made rather than how we have made it. 

For more information, please visit the Complaints section of our 
website: www.creativescotland.com/resources/our-publications/
policies/complaints-handling 

Freedom of information (FOI)

Creative Scotland is committed to being as open as possible. We believe 
that the public has a right to know how we spend public funds and how 
we make our funding decisions. You can see details of our FOI handling 
on our website here: www.creativescotland.com/foi 

We are listed as a public authority under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000. By law, we may have to provide your application documents 
and information about our assessment to any member of the public 
who asks to see them under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. We 
may not release those parts of the documents which are covered by one 
or more of the exemptions under the Act. Please see the Freedom of 
Information website at www.itspublicknowledge.info for information 
about freedom of information generally and the exemptions. We will 
not release any information about applications during the assessment 
period, as this may interfere with the decision-making process.

https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
https://www.creativescotland.com/resources/our-publications/policies/complaints-handling
https://www.creativescotland.com/resources/our-publications/policies/complaints-handling
https://www.creativescotland.com/resources/our-publications/policies/freedom-of-information
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info
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